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© 2012
Raymond J. Jirran

Readings
First Reading:
Responsorial Psalm:
Second Reading:
Alleluia:
Gospel:

Deuteronomy 26:4-10
Psalm 91:1-2, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15 (cf. 15b)
Romans 10:8-13
Matthew 4:4b
Luke 4:1-13

Commentary
Julia A. J. Foote (1823-1901), the Black preacher, in her sermon on “Christian
Perfection” noted,
I think the words of the [Biblical] text are the greatest words that the
Lord Jesus ever uttered: `Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father in
heaven is perfect.’ I think we may (emphasize) the word `ye’; every Greek
scholar knows that is the emphatic word, for where the pronouns are used
emphasis is always meant.1
I had forgotten that; but had developed the habit of emphasizing pronouns
whenever I read from Sacred Scripture. At this point, I am beginning to use a blue
highlighter to note the pronouns I recognize in the Nestle-Aland Greek and, then, to
transfer those highlights to my personal Lectionary.
With modern technology, I am able to scan my Lectionary into pdf files that I can
send with emails. At this time, I do not intend to upload the pdf files to my web site. In
an attempt to keep my efforts manageable, I am abandoning my work with the Codex
Sinaiticus. I think that reading the English well is more important than digging around
and comparing ancient Greek texts. I am finding myself overwhelmed. I am leaving
these comments here, above the double line, because highlighting pronouns is not a
particularly scholarly task in any language. Besides that, I am not confident of my
Greek.
==================================================================

Annotated Bibliography
Material above the double line draws from material below the double line. Those
uninterested in scholarly and tangential details should stop reading here. If they do,
however, they may miss some interesting material, particularly about the ordination of
women.

Deuteronomy 26:4-10
1

Bettye Collier-Thomas, Daughters of Thunder: Black Women Preachers and Their
Sermons, 1580-1979, (San Francisco, CA 94103-1741: A Wiley Imprint: 1998) 66.
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As of December 27, 2009, the Sinaiticus skipped from Chapter 4 to Chapter 28,
thereby omitting this reading.
Deut 26:7
Dalit Rom-Shiloni, "Psalm 44: The Powers of Protest"2
Rom-Shiloni posits, “… the exodus traditions, which have become the
paradigmatic examples for God’s benevolent response to the people’s agony (Exod 3:69; Deut 26:7).” In this context, Rom-Shiloni also reports that “Psalm 44 is among the
few communal laments that lay responsibility for the actual action of destruction and
exile upon God (while the human enemies play only minor roles in the affliction);
nevertheless, the psalmist still calls for divine help.”

Psalm 91:1-2, 10-11, 12-13, 14-15 (cf. 15b)
Care for the Sick uses all of Psalm 91 in Part II: Pastoral Care of the Dying:
Chapter Six, Commendation of the Dying, Reading D, pages 173-174.3 The final verse
used in the Lectionary is about God honoring the devout Faithful.4 Care uses the whole
Psalm, including the final verse, “with length of days I will gratify him and will show him
my salvation.”5 What a verse to include for the dying in Care but not for the living in the
Lectionary. This Psalm is not used in Funerals,6 though verse twelve about the angels
2

the Catholic Biblical Quarterly, Vol. 70, No. 4 (October 2008) 685, 689.

3

International Commission on English in the Liturgy: A Joint Commission of Catholic
Bishops’ Conferences, The Roman Ritual: Revised by Decree of the Second Vatican
Ecumenical Council and Published by Authority of Pope Paul VI: Pastoral Care of the
Sick: Rites of Anointing and Viaticum: Approved for Use in the Dioceses of the United
States of America by the National Conference of Catholic Bishops and Confirmed by the
Apostolic See (New York: Catholic Book Publishing Co., 1983) 296.
4

Louise Joy Lawrence, “`For truly, I tell you, they have received their reward’ (Matt 6:2):
Investigating Honor Precedence and honor Virtue," the Catholic Biblical Quarterly, Vol.
64, No. 4 (October 2002) 692.
5

International Commission on English in the Liturgy: A Joint Commission of Catholic
Bishops’ Conferences, The Roman Ritual: Revised by Decree of the Second Vatican
Ecumenical Council and Published by Authority of Pope Paul VI: Pastoral Care of the
Sick: Rites of Anointing and Viaticum: Approved for Use in the Dioceses of the United
States of America by the National Conference of Catholic Bishops and Confirmed by the
Apostolic See (New York: Catholic Book Publishing Co., 1983) 173-174.
6

International Commission on English in the Liturgy: A Joint Commission of Catholic
Bishops’ Conferences, The Roman Ritual: Revised by Decree of the Second Vatican
Ecumenical Council and published by Authority of Pope Paul IV: Order of Christian
Funerals: Including Appendix 2: Cremation: Approved for use in the Dioceses of the
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guarding lest one bump one’s foot against a stone is frequently sung at OLMC funeral
Masses. This Psalm is appropriately read with a twinkle in the eye. “Be with me, Lord,
when I am in trouble” (cf. Psalm 91:15b), which is the responsorial antiphon.
Psalm 91:157
The next time through, I intend to examine the vocabulary for distress. I will be
with him in distress.

Romans 10:8-138
The manuscripts do not have difficult Greek that has not been reasonably
resolved.
Rom 10:6-10
David M. Beary, review of Per Jarle Bekken, The Word Is Near You: A Study of
Deuteronomy 30:12-14 in Paul’s Letter to the Romans in a Jewish Context9
Beary reports that Bekken argues that in Romans 10:6-10, Paul is reinterpreting
the Deuteronomic law to a new understanding of the law of Jesus. While there is a
certain amount of sloppy scholarship, “B.’s study is a valuable exegetical contribution for
which students of Philo and Paul alike will be grateful.”

United States of America by the National Conference of Catholic Bishops and
Confirmed by the Apostolic See (New Jersey: Catholic Book Publishing Co., 1998).
7

http://www.codexsinaiticus.net/print.aspx?manuscript=true&imageType=standard&translation=true&trans
cription=true&transcriptionType=verse&phd=true&lg=en&quireNo=62&folioNo=2&side=r
(accessed August 4, 2009). Psalm 90 in the Lectionary is Psalm 89 in the Sinaiticus.
8

http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/print.aspx?manuscript=true&imageType=standard&trans
lation=true&transcription=true&transcriptionType=verse&phd=true&lg=en&quireNo=82&
folioNo=5&side=r (accessed December 27, 2009).
9

the Catholic Biblical Quarterly, Vol. 70, No. 4 (April 2008) 823.
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Rom 10:8-10
James F. Keenan, S.J., “Fundamental Moral Theology: Tradition” 10
In his review of earlier authoritative voices, Keenan reports on William O’Neill, to
write,
William O’Neill entertains the questions of those whose voices have
long been overlooked. He brings Margaret Farley’s ethics of
compassionate respect into an understanding of traditional moral
teachings. On church teaching on women’s ordination, he raises basic
hermeneutical questions: “If, and to the degree the practice of not
ordaining women rested on the prevailing belief in their natural inferiority,
to that degree the practice does not cohere with the `obedience of
faith’(Rom 1:5; 10:8-10 [used here]), that is, the `constant tradition’ of the
church.” He adds: “For to preserve the coherence of the tradition with
respect to human rights, we must disavow traditional practices that deny
them.” He then turns to the person as source of moral truth and asks
must we not “appeal to the graces of discernment, that is, of
compassionate respect recognizing the `individuum ineffable, whom God
has called by name’ in resolving the question?”
Briefly, we are not committed to continue doing wrong, just because we have always
been doing it that way. Like racism, sexism takes a while to sink in and change.
Rom 10:9
Kenneth Schenck, "2 Corinthians and the  Debate"11
Schenck argues,
At this point, we are reminded of another passage in which
confession and faith are linked in reference to resurrection, namely Rom
10:9. We confess with our mouth that Jesus is Lord, reflecting the faith in
our heart that God raised him from the dead. This is the “word of faith”
that Paul preached; this is the word that “is in your mouth and in your
heart” (Rom 10:8).

10

Theological Studies, Vol. 70, No. 1 (March 2009) 143.

11

the Catholic Biblical Quarterly, Vol. 70, No. 3 (April 2008) 529.
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Matthew 4:4b12
This Matthean verse lines up with what is read today from Luke. This means
that, somehow, Jesus really was tempted.

Luke 4:1-13

Luke 4:8, 1213
What strikes me, after examining the Greek pronouns is that Jesus uses your
God to refer to the God of the Devil. No matter how much havoc the devil reeks, God is
God, even over the Devil. Be not afraid. God is with you, always.
Luke 4:1-13
Kurt Aland and Barbara Aland, The Text of the New Testament: An Introduction
to the Critical Editions and to the Theory and Practice of Modern Textual Criticism, 2nd
ed., Erroll F. Rhodes, tr.14
Luke 4:1-2, papyrus (patristic fragment?) dating from the Fourth/Sixth Centuries
(?) is at the Ukrainian National Library in Kiev. Luke 4:3-29, parchment dating from the
Seventh Century is at the Bibliothèque Nationale in Paris. Luke 3:1—4:20, parchment,
dating from the Eight Century is at the Biblioteca Nazionale in Naples. The Alands
comment,
In the gospel of Luke the answer Jesus gave to the devil in Luke
4:4 in the traditional version was “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word of God.” Modern versions omit the last phrase. This conforms
to the external evidence and to the internal requirements as well. The
expanded text is derived from Matt. 4:4, where Deut. 8:3 is cited in full.
The lectio brevior is preferable here to the expanded text for the same
reason we have advanced so often elsewhere: if the phrase had been in
the original text, what reason could there have been for its removal?

12

http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/print.aspx?manuscript=true&imageType=standard&trans
lation=true&transcription=true&transcriptionType=verse&phd=true&lg=en&quireNo=74&
folioNo=2&side=r (accessed December 27, 2009).
13

http://www.codexsinaiticus.org/print.aspx?manuscript=true&imageType=standard&trans
lation=true&transcription=true&transcriptionType=verse&phd=true&lg=en&quireNo=77&
folioNo=7&side=v (accessed November 8, 2009).
14

Grand Rapids, Michigan, William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1989, 96, 121,
(308-309 for the quote).
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The Lectionary uses the modern, lectio brevior, version.
Luke 4:18-19
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, United States Catholic Catechism for
Adults15
The Bishops use Luke 4:18-19 in Chapter 20, “Holy Orders.” The Spirit of the
Lord is upon me . . . means that “While all the baptized share in Chris’s priesthood, the
ministerial priesthood shares this through the Sacrament of Holy Orders in a special
way. The Bishops define Holy Orders as,
Holy Orders The Sacrament in which a bishop ordains a man to be
conformed to Jesus Christ by grace, to service and leadership in the
Church. A man can be ordained a deacon, priest, or bishop. Through this
Sacrament, the mission entrusted by Christ to his Apostles continues to be
exercised in the church. This sacrament confers a permanent mark or
character on the one who receives it.
In Daughters of Thunder: Black Women Preachers and Their Sermons, 18501979, Bettye Collier-Davis describes ordination differently.16
Ordination is the process by which a preacher’s ministry is officially
legitimated by a religious tradition. It is a credentialing process that
enables one to participate fully in a tradition, to acquire certain rights, and
to assume certain responsibilities denied to an unordained minister. It
provides authorization for a minister to pastor a church and to ascend to
other positions in a religious organization’s hierarchy. However,
authorization does not ensure that a ministerial appointment will be
forthcoming. Historically, for many preaching women, ordination was a
major step toward attaining recognition and acceptance in the polity.
Ordination might be viewed as another level in women’s struggle to
preach; it allowed them to preach with authorization.
While the United States Catholic Bishops assert in their Catechism that Holy
Orders is a sacrament for men, the Bishops do not assert there that ordaining women is
invalid. The highly respected book, Ordained Women in the Early Church, documents

15

Washington, D.C.: United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2006, 263.

16

Bettye Collier-Thomas, Daughters of Thunder: Black Women Preachers and Their
Sermons, 1580-1979 (San Francisco, CA 94103-1741: A Wiley Imprint: 1998) 18.
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the ordination of women.17 Where this leads, if anywhere, in Church politics, I do not
pretend to fathom.
Luke 4:1-30
Todd E. Klutz, review of Richard L. Rohrbaugh, The New Testament in CrossCultural Perspective18
Klutz reports that “R. offers a fresh reading of Luke 4:1-30, which he interprets
largely as an attempt to validate the Lucan Jesus’ claims to a uniquely high honor
rating” in the ancient Mediterranean culture. Klutz thinks that Rohrbaugh has much to
offer by way of breaking out of the assumptions inherent to Western Civilization and
entering the assumptions basic to non-Western Mediterranean culture.
Luke 4:1, 14
John C. Poirier, “Jesus as an Elijianic Figure in Luke 4:16-30”19
Poirier, giving credit, writes, “As Max Turner writes, Luke `has laid a clearly
marked track from [Baptism at] the banks of the Jordan right up to the door of the
synagogue in Nazareth through his redactional reference to the Spirit in 4:1 and 4:14.”
Luke 4:1-12
Pheme Perkins, “What is a Gnostic Gospel?”20
Perkins points out that the Gospel of Judas contains a paraphrase of the
temptations here in Luke.
Luke 4:9
Paul Lawrence, The IVP Atlas of Bible History21
Lawrence writes, “One temptation involved a visit to Jerusalem, since Jesus was
tempted to throw himself off the highest point of the Temple. The reference may be to
the south-east corner of the temple, from which there was a drop of some 130 m (426 ft)
to the Kidron Valley below.”
For more on sources see the Appendix file. Personal Notes are on the web site
at www.western-civilization.com/CBQ/Personal%20Notes
17

William Tabbernee, review of Ordained Women in the Early Church: A Documentary
History, edited and translated by Kevin Madigan and Carolyn Osiek in the Catholic
Historical Review, Vol. 93, No. 1 (January 2007), 127-128.
18

the Catholic Biblical Quarterly, Vol. 69, No. 4 (April 2007) 830.

19

the Catholic Biblical Quarterly, Vol. 71, No. 2 (April 2009) 359.

20

the Catholic Biblical Quarterly, Vol. 71, No. 1 (April 2009) 120.

21

Downers Grove, Illinois, InterVarsity Press, 2006 133, 138.
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